WASHI NGTON METROPCLI TAN AREA TRANSI T COWM SSI ON
SI LVER SPRI NG MARYLAND

ORDER NO. 15, 917

IN THE MATTER CF: Served Cct ober 20, 2015
ROYAL LI MOUSI NE LLC, Suspension and ) Case No. MP-2015-119

I nvestigation of Revocation of )

Certificate No. 2403 )

This matter is before the Commission on the response of
respondent to Oder No. 15,806, served August 19, 2015, reinstating
Certificate No. 2403, directing respondent to verify whether it
refrained from operating while Certificate No. 2403 was suspended from
June 10, 2015, to August 19, 2015, and requiring respondent to produce
copies of its business records relating to operations during the
period fromApril 1, 2015, to August 19, 2015.

| . BACKGROUND

Certificate No. 2403 was automatically suspended on June 10,
2015, pursuant to Regul ation No. 58-12, when the $1.5 million primary
WMATC | nsurance Endorsenent on file for respondent term nated w thout
repl acement . Order No. 15,669, served June 10, 2015, noted the
automatic suspension of Certificate No. 2403, directed respondent to
cease transporting passengers for hire under Certificate No. 2403, and
gave respondent 30 days to replace the term nated endorsenent and pay
a $100 late fee due under Regulation No. 67-03(c) or face revocation
of Certificate No. 24083.

Respondent failed to respond, and Certificate No. 2403 was
revoked on July 22, 2015, in Oder No. 15, 754. The certificate was
|ater reinstated on August 19, 2015, in Oder No. 15,806, follow ng
respondent’s request for reconsideration on August 18, 2015, which was
supported by the necessary WWATC I nsurance Endorsenent and paynent of
the $100 |l ate fee.

However, because the effective date of respondent’s replacenent
WVATC Endorsenent is July 1, 2015, instead of June 10, 2015, the
rei nstatenment order gave respondent 30 days to: (1) submit a statenent
verifying cessation of operations as of June 10, 2015; and (2) produce
copi es of respondent’s business records for the period from April 1,
2015, to August 19, 2015, in accordance with Regul ation No. 58-14(a).

1. RESPONSE TO ORDER NO. 15, 806 AND FI NDI NGS

On Septenber 17, 2015, respondent subnitted an online checking
account printout for the period June 11, 2015, to Septenber 1, 2015,
and a copy of a vehicle lease dated June 1, 2015. The checking
account printout identifies Royal Linmousine as the account hol der.
The |lease covers a 2007 Lincoln sedan and is between Am bera



Transportation LLC, as |essor, and respondent’s president, M. Sepideh
Firouzi, as | essee. No other records were produced, and no statenent
was produced.

Among the transactions listed in the checking account printout
for the 10-week suspension period are 31 electronic deposits ranging
from $28 to $772, for an average of $182 three tines per week. Also
i ncluded for the 10-week suspension period are 41 debit transactions
at service stations in the Washington Metropolitan Area ranging from
$7 to $39.76, for an average of $27.68 four tinmes per week.

Respondent’s electronic deposit activity is consistent wth
credit card transactions for individual trips performed during the

suspensi on period. The frequent nunmber of service-station purchases
during the sane tinme frane are consistent with the ongoing fueling of
respondent’s vehicle(s) necessary to perform those trips. \W':

therefore find that respondent’s bank records constitute prina facie
evi dence of carrier operations during the suspension of Certificate
No. 2403. Respondent’s failure to furnish a statenment confirming or
denyi ng such operations as required by Oder No. 15,806 |ends weight
to that finding.

Respondent’s production of the June 1 Ami bera Transportation
| ease inplies respondent’s use of the 2007 Lincoln in WWMATC operations
prior to Septenber 17, 2015, even though no |ease was on file wth
WMATC nami ng respondent as subl essee as required by Regul ati on No. 62.

[11. ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
Considering that respondent’s bank records display account

activity consistent wth passenger <carrier operations in the
Metropolitan District while Certificate No. 2403 was suspended - and
for three weeks of t hat peri od whil e respondent was
uninsured - respondent shall have 30 days to show cause why the

Commi ssion should not assess a civil forfeiture against respondent,
and/or suspend or revoke Certificate No. 2403, for knowingly and
willfully conducting operations under a suspended certificate of
authority and viol ating Regul ation Nos. 58 and 62.°

THEREFORE, | T IS ORDERED:

1. That respondent shall have 30 days to show cause why the
Conmi ssion should not assess a civil forfeiture against respondent,
and/or suspend or revoke Certificate No. 2403, for knowingly and
willfully violating Article X, Section 6(a), of the Conpact,
Regul ati on Nos. 58 and 62, and Order No. 15, 669.

! See In re Exact Enters. Inc., No. MP-14-146, Order No. 15,771 (July 28,
2015) (show cause order issued in part where docunents showed carrier
operated while suspended and uninsured); In re Sami |nvestment Inc., No. M-
14- 015, Order No. 15,531 (Apr. 17, 2015) (san®e).
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2. That respondent may submt within 15 days from the date of

this order a witten request for oral hearing, specifying the grounds
for the request, describing the evidence to be adduced and expl ai ni ng
why such evi dence cannot be adduced without an oral hearing.

BY DIRECTION OF THE COW SSI ON; COWM SSI ONERS BRENNER, HOLCOVB, AND
DORMBJ G,

WlliamsS. Mrrow, Jr.
Executi ve D rector



